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The definitive properties of viruses

X A virus is a very small, infectious, obligate intracellular (molecular)
parasite

X Thevirusgenomecompriseseither DNAor RNA

x  Within an appropriate host cell, the viral genomeis replicated and
directsthe synthesis by cellular systems,of other virion components

X Progeny virions are formed by de novo assembly from newly
synthesizedcomponentswithin host cell.

X A progenyvirion assembledduring the infectious cycleis the vehicle
for transmissionof the viral genometo the next host cell or organism,
where its disassemblyleads the beginning of the next infectious
cycles
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Diagrams of the vertebrate viruses

Families and Genera of Viruses Infecting Vertebrates
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